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MCLE Self-Study Exam© 

Legislation:  Process, Documents and Analysis - a Primer

EXAM
· For each answer below, delete the incorrect response:  “True or False” should have only “True” or “False” remaining as your answer to the question.  
· Forward this Exam by email to:  mcle@legintent.com either as a cut-and-paste into your email or as a separate attachment.

· Once the exam has been scored, we will forward to you to your e-mail address your Participant’s Certificate for 1.0 hour of MCLE.  

· Please print out the Certificate to keep with your records.  

20 Questions:  True/False (Leave only the correct answer)
1. When the statute is unclear on its face, the courts will consider extrinsic sources to ascertain legislative intent.     True  or  False
2. Legislative history materials could provide evidence of the intent of the Legislature in enacting statutory language.  
True  or  False
3. The author of a bill is the legislator introducing the bill.  
True  or  False
4. When the clerk reads the number, name of author, and descriptive title of the bill, this is the “first reading” of the bill.    
True  or  False
5. The policy committee appropriate to the subject of the bill will have the first hearing on the bill.    True  or  False
6. Even when tax revenues or appropriations laws are not involved, the bill will be heard in the fiscal committees. 

True  or False
7. When the House of origin disagrees with an amendment proposed by the other House, and an agreement cannot be reached by both Houses, a conference committee will be called.  
True  or  False
8. The Governor can allow a bill to become law without his or her signature. True  or  False
9. A Governor’s veto can be overridden by a two-thirds vote in both Houses. True  or  False
10. If there is no “urgency” clause set forth in the bill, the bill becomes effective on January 1st of the following calendar year.  
True  or  False
11. The Secretary of State assigns the chapter number to each bill enacted for that Legislative Session.  
True  or  False
12. There will be surviving legislative history for any bill from any legislative session.  

True  or  False
13. Third Reading analyses usually provide an explanation by the author of the bill.  
True  or False
14. A Consent analysis indicates the bill was vigorously opposed and triggered a conference committee formation.  
True  or  False

15. The Legislative Counsel’s Digest provides a summary of the contents of the bill. 
True  or  False
16. Some bills can be generated by interim hearings or task force reports.    True  or  False
17. Reading each amended version of a bill reveals when the legislature considered language of interest.  
True  or  False
18. Double-joining is intended to avoid the proposals within a bill from being chaptered out by a later-enacted bill.  
True  or  False
19. Knowing whether the bill was a single-section bill or an omnibus bill will provide the context or within which the language of focus was being affected.  
True  or  False
20. When materials do not specifically address why certain language was being affected by a particular bill, the policy explanations within the legislative history materials can provide context against which one can measure and construe the affected language. 
 True  or  False
