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MCLE Self-Study Exam

Legislation:  1968 California Public Records Act©
EXAM QUESTIONS
· For each answer below, delete or cross-off the incorrect response:  “TRUE or FALSE” should have only “TRUE” or “FALSE” clearly remaining as your answer to the question.  

· Forward this Exam by email to:  mcle@legintent.com either as a cut-and-paste into your email or as a separate attachment.

· Once the exam has been scored, we will forward to you to your e-mail address your Participant’s Certificate for 1.0 hour of approved MCLE.  

· Please print out the Certificate to keep with your records.  

 1.
The common law, as advanced by English courts, permitted all persons to inspect public records.  TRUE OR FALSE
 2.
Early California public records laws were enacted on an ad hoc basis.  
TRUE OR FALSE
 3.
The Brown Act of 1953 required all meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public. TRUE OR FALSE
 4.
Prior to the enactment of the California Public Records Act [“CPRA”], very few materials could be located on pre-1968 California legislation.  TRUE OR FALSE
 5.
The types of legislative history documents available prior to 1968 included interim reports, state agency biennial reports, and the governor’s chaptered bill file.  TRUE OR FALSE
 6.
The CPRA only affected a few codes and statutes.  TRUE OR FALSE

 7.
Lead authors of Assembly Bill 1381 were Assembly members Bagley and Johnson.  TRUE OR FALSE
 8.
Assembly member Bagley served as chair of the Assembly Committee on Governmental Organization at this time.  TRUE OR FALSE 

 9.
Public Records under the CPRA of 1968 includes all papers, maps, magnetic or paper tapes, photographic films or prints, magnetic or punched cards, discs, drums, and other documents prepared, owned, used or retained by any state of local agency regardless of physical form or characteristics.  TRUE OR FALSE
10.
The Assembly and Senate Committees on Judiciary were the policy committees that reviewed Assembly Bill 1381.  TRUE OR FALSE
11.
This bill was not reviewed by the fiscal committees.  TRUE OR FALSE
12.
After the bill was introduced, it was amended only once.  TRUE OR FALSE

13.
Governor George Deukmejian signed the CPRA into law in August of 1968. 
TRUE OR FALSE
14.
The purpose of the CPRA was to address both the public’s right to know the contents of public records, and the public’s interest in forbidding the release of information when such release would not be in the best interests of the public.  TRUE OR FALSE
15.
The background Advisory Committee included interested stakeholders, such as county supervisors, League of California Cities, the Attorney General, newspaper publishers, and the bar association.  TRUE OR FALSE
16.
The Statement of Philosophy by the Advisory Committee on Open Meetings and Public Records begins with “All citizens should have access to any public record in which they have a legitimate interest….”  TRUE OR FALSE
17.
The four state agencies insulated from the CPRA in 1968 were the Banking Department the Department of Insurance, the Department of Health and Human Services, and the Department of Savings and Loan.  TRUE OR FALSE
18.
Supporters of this bill included the Department of Finance.  TRUE OR FALSE
19.
There were failed predecessor bills that also sought to enact the CPRA.  
TRUE OR FALSE
20.
Background materials relating to the failed bills included a 1966 staff report and a 1965 Interim Committee on Government Organization report.  TRUE OR FALSE
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